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30A. The Hindu launches tabloid 
TeenDigest for young readers 

 द    द                               Teen 

Digest           

 The Hindu Group on Wednesday 
launched The Hindu TeenDigest, a new weekend 
tabloid that caters to teenagers. 

 द    द                   The Hindu Teen Digest      

    ,                                           
 A revamp of The Hindu In School 

on Sunday, the 32-page edition aims at engaging 
curious young minds in an age of endless scrolling. 

 The Hindu In School on Sunday                   

  ,    32-                                       
             द                                    

 Content ranges from deep dives 
into science and world affairs, to stories designed to 
spark creativity. 

                  औ                           
                                             
                        

Core values 

           

 Speaking during the launch at The 
Hindu office in Chennai, Nirmala Lakshman, 
Chairperson, The Hindu Group, said that as a 
publication, “it is vital that we remain culturally 
significant and reliable, as young people today are 
caught up in social media and are targets of 
misinformation”. 

           The Hindu                    द    , The Hindu Group                    
                                 “                                           औ  
                ,                                             औ                     
   ” 

 “Therefore, it is essential that TeenDigest instils the core values of The Hindu. 

 “                     Teen Digest, The Hindu                              
 It is also a vulnerable age, where you are discovering your identities and want to 

know what choices to make. 

           द              ,                                    औ                    
                      

 We hope this serves as a guide,” she said. 

         द                 द                      ,”             
 Gokul C., Editor of In School and TeenDigest, said, “Going forward, we hope we can 

give children what they want in terms of quality content, especially at a time when 
social media access is being curtailed and there is a lot of discussion on what is 
coming out from there.” 
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 In School औ  Teen Digest        द          .       , “            ,        द         
                      द                            द       ,                     

                                     औ                                                ” 
 Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu and L.V. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group, 

was present at the launch. 

 The Hindu        द              औ  The Hindu Group    CEO   .  .               

                     
 Sridhar Aranala, Chief Sales and Distribution Officer, The Hindu, said TeenDigest has 

been thoughtfully crafted for young readers. 

 The Hindu             औ                                         TeenDigest    
                     -                         

 The weekend tabloid is priced at ₹50. 

                  ₹50              

 

30A. The Hindu‟s SIR data story wins gold at 
WAN-IFRA awards 

 द    द     SIR               WAN-IFRA             
          

 At WAN-IFRA‟s Digital Media South Asia 
Awards, 2026, The Hindu bagged the “Gold” in the 
category of “best AI-driven news product, format or 
strategy”, for its data story on the unusual deletion patterns 
in the Bihar Special Intensive Revision (SIR). 

 WAN-IFRA                                 2026    द    द  
   “        AI-                  द/     /      ”         
         ,                            (SIR)            

                                        
 The Hindu also won the “Silver” for “Best 

in countering disinformation”. 

 द    द     “                                     ”         
               

 “The Hindu Explains” newsletter won the 
bronze in the “best newsletter” category. 

 “द    द          ”             “                ”              

      
 The newspaper won bronze awards in the 

categories of “best marketing campaign for a news 
brand”, “best use of audio”, and “best reader revenue”. 

                 “                                        ”, “                      ” 

औ  “                       ”                              
 Among other winners, Collective Newsroom bagged the “Gold” for best data 

visualisation, while Spot On won top honours for best emerging news provider. 

                                                                             ,      

                                 द                                 
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 The Financial Times “India Business Briefing” won the “Gold” for the best 
newsletter, while Deutsche Welle‟s “Delayland” topped in the “best use of audio” 

category. 

 द                    “                    ”                                  ,      

              “        ” “                      ”                      

Video honours 

              

 In the “best use of video” category, the gold went to The Daily Star for “Anatomy 
of BGB shootings in Rampura”. 

 “                       ”              द              “           BGB                  ” 
             

 The silver to Prothom Alo for “The highway of death: Jatrabari killings”. 

                    “            :                 ”              
 And the bronze to The Quint for “Why Indian cities aren‟t walkable”. 

 औ       द          “             द                       ”              
 These awards for excellence in digital innovation are presented annually by the 

World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA). 

                                                                                    

        (WAN-IFRA)        द           

 

30A. Golfer Vijay Kumar passes away  

                          

 A winner of the 2002 Indian Open and 
a four-time Order of Merit champion, Vijay was 

widely regarded as one of the most accomplished and 
respected figures in Indian professional golf. 

 2002        ओ             औ                        

      ,                                        औ  
                                 

 His victory at the 2002 Indian Open 

remains one of the defining moments in Indian golf 
history. 

 2002        ओ                                     
                                         

 Vijay is among a select group of just 
nine Indian golfers to have claimed the prestigious 
title. 

              द                                          

                       
 He also represented India at the Alfred 

Dunhill Cup in 1999 at St. Andrew‟s. 

        1999                                            
                      

 Known for his exceptional skill, 
consistency, competitive spirit, and exemplary 
sportsmanship, Vijay inspired generations of golfers 
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and played a significant role in shaping the sport‟s growth in India. 

                 ,         ,                   औ   द                              
                                               औ                                      
              

 Kapil Dev, President, Professional Golf Tour of India, expressed his condolences. 

      द  ,                                   ,             द               
 
 

GS Paper 1: History 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
30A U.S. returns 657 trafficked artefacts to India in $14 million restitution 

            $14                            657                             

 
 

30A. U.S. returns 657 trafficked artefacts to India in $14 million restitution 

            $14                            657                             

 Among the pieces being returned is a red sandstone figure of Buddha standing 
with his right hand raised in abhaya mudra, a gesture of protection. 

                                                           ,            द          

                        

 Another returned artefact is a bronze figure of Avalokiteshvara, seated on an 
inscribed double-lotus base over a lion-flanked throne. 

                                                         ,                            
द                              

 The Avalokiteshvara sculpture was part of a large hoard of bronzes discovered near 
the Lakshmana Temple in 1939 and had entered the collection of the Mahant 
Ghasidas Memorial Museum, Raipur, by 1952. 

                         1939            द                                     औ  
1952             द                   ,                                   
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GS Paper 1: Geography 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30A T.N. against inclusion of surplus Cauvery water released in monthly schedule 

                                                                   

30A The loyal, lonely keepers of Sudan‟s proud pyramids 

                                  द  ,           

 

30A. T.N. against inclusion of surplus Cauvery water released in 

monthly schedule 

                                                                   

 The Tamil Nadu government made its position clear at the 50th 
meeting of the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) on Wednesday. 

                                                     (CWMA)    50                 
              

 As on April 28, the storage in the Mettur dam was 42.397 tmc, and 
the discharge was 1,503 cusecs for industrial purposes and mandatory 

environmental flows, Tamil Nadu informed the CWMA. 

 28                                  42.397 tmc   , औ  
औ                                               1,503        

                   ,             CWMA           

30A. The loyal, lonely keepers of Sudan‟s proud 
pyramids 

                                  द  ,           

  “These pyramids are ours, it‟s our history, it‟s who we are,” the 
65-year-old said, flanked by the dark sandstone structures of the 
Bajrawiya necropolis, which is part of the Island of Meroe, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 

 “                   ,                   ,                   ,” 65 

           ,                                            
                   ,                           औ                  

              
 Clad all in white, Mr. Mostafa cut a striking figure crossing the 

2,400-year-old burial site, which holds 140 pyramids built 
during the Kingdom of Kush‟s Meroitic period. 

    द            ,           2,400            द              
                 द    द      ,       140                          

                               
 

GS Paper II: Polity 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30A NHRC ignoring attacks on Muslims, dabbling in matters that don‟t concern it: HC 
judge 

 NHRC                          द         ,              द   द                     
           :            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
 

30A SC says courts cannot reform matters of faith 

                       द                                          
30A An SIR-marred turnout in West Bengal 

                SIR             द   

30A Why has the creamy layer debate returned to court? 

                         द                  ?  

 
 

30A.  NHRC ignoring 

attacks on Muslims, 
dabbling in matters that 
don‟t concern it: HC 

judge 

 NHRC                  
        द         ,     
         द   द              
                  :         
   

 Justice Atul 
Sreedharan of the Allahabad 
High Court has criticised the 
National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) for 

allegedly overlooking serious 
instances of violence against 
Muslims while engaging in 

matters “that prima facie do not concern” its mandate. 

        द                                                           (NHRC)    
                                                                   द             
औ               द   द         “                                         ” 

 The case stems from a petition filed by the Teachers Association Madaris Arabia 
challenging a February 2025 NHRC direction to the Economic Offences Wing to 
investigate allegations concerning 558-aided madrasas in Uttar Pradesh. 

                          द                  द                     ,             
2025    NHRC                                  द      558              द       
          द             द         

 The complaint before the NHRC alleged financial irregularities, including misuse of 
government grants and the appointment of unqualified teachers by the madrasas 
through corrupt practices. 

 NHRC                                                   ,              
   द       द       औ                                                

 The petitioners argued that the NHRC lacks the authority to initiate inquiries into 
alleged human rights violations beyond a one-year limitation period. 

                      द      NHRC                                 द      
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 Justice Sreedharan said he was “astounded” by the commission‟s order and 
questioned its jurisdiction under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

                                       द      “    ”    औ                          

       , 1993                                       

 

30A.  SC says courts cannot reform matters of faith 

                       द                                          

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday said courts cannot herald reform in religion even 
as senior advocate Indira Jaising, appearing for two women who made history by 
entering the Sabarimala temple in Kerala to enforce their right to worship under a 
2018 top court verdict, said religion must mend to remain relevant. 

                                 द                                      ,            

           द         ,       द                                               द     
        2018                                                               ,           

                                द          
  “Social reform includes the reform of religion,” Ms. Jaising said. 

 “                                         ,”    द                  
 She dismissed the contention that courts could not review religious practices 

challenged as discriminatory. 

                                 द       द                                      
       

 One cannot make the right to equality under Article 14 and the right to dignity under 
Article 21 subservient to the freedom of religion. 

       द 14                         औ        द 21                       ,        
                                   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

 Religious practices must harmonise with social reform. 

                                                                 
 

 

30A. Why has the creamy layer debate returned to court? 

                         द                  ?  

 Fresh petitions before the Supreme Court are seeking to extend the creamy layer 
principle to SC/ST reservations, based on a misreading of the 2024 Davinder 
Singh judgment. 

                                 SC/ST                                        
                 ,    2024    द   द                                         

 The move revives a decades-old debate about whether income can serve as a 
proxy for caste-based disadvantage, and whether social justice can be trapped 
inside an economic test. 

    द     द               द                                   -                
                  , औ                                                            

The renewed push /          

 On March 10, the Supreme Court issued notice to the Centre and all States on a 
public interest litigation filed by advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay seeking the 
exclusion of a “creamy layer” from SC/ST reservations. 

10                              औ                              ,            
                           द                             ,       SC/ST         
“         ”                         

 Both petitions claim constitutional sanction from the same source: the seven-judge 
bench decision in State of Punjab v. Davinder Singh (2024). 

द                                            द           : State of Punjab v. 

Davinder Singh (2024)       -                    
 That judgment permitted States to sub-classify Scheduled Caste communities to 

direct reservation benefits toward the most marginalised within them. 

                                      द         -                      द       
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 Four of seven judges made passing observations that creamy layer logic might 
apply to SC/ST groups. 

                                                                     SC/ST            
         

 A doctrine born in ambiguity /                         

 The creamy layer principle entered Indian constitutional law through the judgment in 
Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992), where the Supreme Court upheld OBC 
reservations but held that the more advanced sections should be excluded. 

                                            Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992) 

                        ,                        OBC                          

                           द    द    
 Holding a Class I or Class II post in government was the proxy, recognising that 

institutional power compounds across generations. 

         Class I    Class II  द                        ,           द                  

                               
 A 2004 clarificatory letter from the Department of Personnel and Training began 

treating PSU salaries as a standalone disqualifying criterion. 

2004                (                      )    PSU                       
   द                            

 On March 11, the Supreme Court in Union of India v. Rohith Nathan struck down 
that letter. 

11                          Union of India v. Rohith Nathan               द    
 द    

 The Court held that parental salary alone cannot determine creamy layer status. 

                           -                                        

 In his 1932 note to the Lothian Committee, B.R. Ambedkar warned that excluding 
wealthy or educated individuals from untouchables was “a totally erroneous view.” 

1932                     द           ,   .   .  .                                 

                                  “                  ”     
 At the Mahar Conference of 1936, Ambedkar explained that even educated 

individuals still face caste-based discrimination. 

1936                                                                   द       
               

 Data in Jaishri Patil v. Union of India (2021) showed inequities due to income 
testing. 

Jaishri Patil v. Union of India (2021)                     -                
       ओ                 

 Justice B.R. Gavai acknowledged that criteria for SC/ST cannot be identical to 
OBCs. 

            .  .                       SC/ST           द   OBC                    
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GS Paper II: Governance 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30A EPFO to launch portal to track inoperative accounts 

 EPFO                                                 
30A How decentralising therapy can support mental health treatment 

                                                         द          
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30A. EPFO to launch portal to track 
inoperative accounts 

 EPFO                                

                 

 The Employees Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) is set to launch E-
PRAAPTI, a dedicated digital platform to 
facilitate identification, tracking, unique 
account number (UAN) linking, and activation 

of old EPF accounts. 

                          (EPFO) E-PRAAPTI 

                                            
      ,         ,       ,                   (UAN) 

        औ         EPF                       

        
 A senior Labour Ministry official said 

E-PRAAPTI, or EPF Aadhaar-Based Access 
Portal for Tracking Inoperative Accounts, will 
provide a streamlined Aadhaar-based 
authentication mechanism that will enable 

members to securely access their old EPF 
account which may not have an UAN linked with it and initiate the process for updating their 
member profile, followed by seamless UAN linking and activation. 

                                      E-PRAAPTI (EPF     -                          

     )            -                       द        ,        द               EPF      
                         ,             UAN          , औ                    द          UAN 

        औ                  
 “In the initial phase, the portal will be member ID-based, ensuring a secure and efficient roll-

out while delivering immediate benefits to a large segment of members who possess their 
member IDs,” the official said. 

 “                                             ,              औ                           

     औ      द                                                   ,”                 
 Going forward, EPRAAPTI‟s scope will be expanded to include members who may not be 

able to recall or access their old member IDs. 

          EPRAAPTI    द         द                                                
                   द                                     

 “The platform is expected to reduce manual intervention, minimise documentation, and 

enhance transparency and efficiency,” he said. 
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30A. How decentralising therapy can support mental health treatment 

                              

                           द  
        

 India continues to face a large 
mental health treatment gap, with 
nearly 85% of individuals with 
common mental disorders receiving 
no formal care. 

                                 

                       ,           

85%                             

          औ                       
         

 However, over the past decade, 
access to antidepressant medication, 
especially drugs called selective 
serotonin reuptake inhibitors 
(SSRIs), has improved, marking an 

important shift toward making treatment 
more available. 

       ,       द                  द  ओ , 
                                       

          (SSRIs)                       

  ,                                 द   
                द        

 This expansion is important 
because, for moderate to severe 
depression, antidepressants are not 
optional but often essential. 

                                    
          द                    द     
                                  
    

 Emerging evidence suggests 
that a significant proportion of 
prescriptions either occur without a 
clear diagnosis of major depression, 
particularly in primary care settings, or 
have poor follow-up. 

           द            द  ओ              
                                   
    द      द          ,             
              द            ,      

                           द                     
 The Indian Psychiatric Society recommends a stepped-care model, where people with 

milder issues are first managed with psychosocial interventions before initiating 
pharmacotherapy. 
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                                  -                            ,                 ओ       
                                                      ,        द औ                         
    

 Yet in practice, this step is often bypassed and medication becomes the first-line response 

even in situations where other approaches may be more appropriate. 

               ,                  द           औ  द                                  ,     
                            

Consequences of routine prescribing /        द  -                  

 The distinction between distress and disorder is important. 

     (distress) औ        (disorder)                          
 In busy clinics, this may blur. 

                                           
 Patients present with sleep problems, work stress, interpersonal conflicts, or grief. 

        द         ,          ,                                                   
 However, when medication becomes the default response, we risk shifting focus away from 

understanding context and towards suppressing the symptoms. 

       ,    द                              ,                                            

        द                        
 Antidepressants are not addictive in the conventional sense. 

            द                                 द              
 They do not cause cravings, people do not feel the need to keep increasing the dose, and 

they do not lead to compulsive use. 

                         ,                                                       , औ     
                                   

 These details are important and must be clear, especially for patients who benefit from 
them. 

                    औ                 ,                                                 
 However, discontinuation symptoms are well-known, with some individuals experiencing 

dizziness, sleep disturbances, or sensory symptoms when attempting to stop. 

       , द     द                          द           ,                          ,    द    
             द                         

Policy concerns and prescribing practices /                औ  द  -               

 This concern has been reflected in recent policy discussions, including a U.K. House of 
Lords debate, which highlighted issues of long-term antidepressant use, withdrawal 
difficulties, and the need for better prescribing guidance and tapering support. 

                           ओ                   ,         .  .                              , 
      द                          , द                  ,                        द    औ      -
     द                                             

 On the other hand, sleeping pills that are usually prescribed alongside antidepressant 
medications complicate the problem. 

द       ,    द           ,                         द  ओ         द         ,          औ       
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 They are frequently co-prescribed for sleep or anxiety and can be effective in the short 
term. 

             द                         द           औ                                 
 Unlike antidepressants, however, they can lead to true dependence, where the body gets 

used to them, higher doses may be needed, and stopping them can be difficult. 

       ,                      ,                                    ,                 द          
  ,                                , औ                              

 In India, the „Atmiyata‟ programme uses community volunteers to provide basic 
emotional support and identify individuals who may need referral, linking local care with 
formal services. 

       , „              ‟     द                                                    द   

        औ                                                                ,              

द         औ           ओ                   
 Nearly 85% of people don‟t access formal care and turn elsewhere for help. 

     85%     औ                             औ                                          

 A stepped-care model can ensure decentralised care complements, rather than replaces, 
professional psychotherapy. 

        -                                              द     ,                         
        ,                    

 In many cases, the best outcomes arise from combining pharmacological treatment with 
psychotherapy. 

           ,                औ           औ                                        
 This integrated approach should remain the standard rather than the exception. 

                      द                            
 For milder presentations, the sequence can differ. 

                                                  
 Psychosocial interventions can be tried first, with medication introduced when needed. 

                                            , औ                  द                  
    

 Even when antidepressants are started, regular review allows for dose adjustment or 
tapering in appropriate instances. 

                                         ,                                                   

       -                       
 Training frontline providers in brief psychosocial interventions, embedding counselling 

within primary care, strengthening community support systems, and introducing basic 
prescription monitoring can collectively shift practice without major structural disruption. 

                द   ओ                                             ,        द         
                    ,     द                                 , औ                        
    ,                     द                                   

 Digital platforms can extend this further, supporting both delivery and follow-up in areas 
with limited specialist access. 

                            औ                 ,                                          

        ,            द        औ         द                            
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30A South Asian power balance shifts toward Pakistan 
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 द                                     ओ                       
30A EU chief says Kremlin imposing „digital Iron Curtain‟ on Russians 

 EU                                „                ‟            
 

 
 

30A. South Asian power balance shifts toward Pakistan 

 द                                     ओ                       

Pyramid of power /                 

 According to scholars of international relations, states are often understood within a 
hierarchy of power based on their capacity to project influence and shape outcomes 
beyond their borders. 

                                      ,                             द                      
       ,                    औ      ओ                         द                              

 At the apex are superpowers such as the U.S. and China — states with the ability to project 
power globally and shape the international order. 

                                औ              —     द                             द       
        औ                            द           

 Their influence spans military, economic and institutional domains worldwide. 

              ,       औ                                              
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 The next tier consists of global powers, which can project power across multiple regions, 
as illustrated by Russia. 

                                  ,                               ,          
 Below them are middle powers, which lack full global reach but exert influence through 

partnerships and economic and military capacity, such as Türkiye, South Korea, 
Indonesia and Brazil. 

                              ,                                 ,              द    औ       -

                                   ,             , द          ,            औ         
 Next are regional powers, which dominate a specific geographic area but have limited 

global reach, such as Saudi Arabia in the Gulf. 

       द                     ,                                          ,                द  
     

 Finally, there are minor powers, whose influence remains largely within their own borders. 

                           ,                            ओ                      
 The Lowy Institute operationalises comprehensive national power by combining hard 

power and soft power. 

                                                      औ                         
 It assigns 55% weight to material power and 45% to softer dimensions such as diplomacy 

and networks. 

   55%                   औ  45%                        औ            द        
 Before Operation Sindoor, India could be placed as a global power, while Pakistan was 

seen as a regional power. 

          द                               औ                                       
 However, recent developments suggest movement in opposite directions. 

                      द  ओ      द             द        
 India‟s performance during Operation Sindoor was not seen as matching its expected 

stature. 

          द      द              द                                              
 Meanwhile, Pakistan has been viewed as performing above its capacity. 

                                    द             द         
 India‟s continued silence or restraint, especially regarding Mr. Trump and global events, 

has led to marginalisation. 

                          ,             औ             ओ    ,                             

        
 This perception is reinforced by economic and geopolitical shifts, including a decline from 

the fourth to sixth largest economy. 

               औ    -                     औ              ,                                  

          
 There is also reduced visibility of groupings such as I2U2, BRICS, and Quadrilateral 

Dialogue. 

       I2U2,      औ                                         
 In contrast, Pakistan has enhanced its diplomatic profile without changes in material 

capabilities. 

           ,                            द                                             
 This suggests a shift: India moving toward a middle power, and Pakistan emerging as a 

stronger regional power with aspirations for middle-power status. 

    द    द                                           औ                                  
                ,                                    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
8 

 My final observation for Indian policymakers is that choices regarding U.S. and Israel will 
affect soft power dimensions. 

           -       ओ                                       औ                                 
                

 Soft power can enhance influence but cannot replace hard power such as military, 
economy, demography, and technology. 

                          ,                   ,          ,         औ                  
                            

 In these areas, there has been no significant relative change between India and Pakistan. 

                औ                                                    
 India remains strong in hard power, while Pakistan, despite gains in soft power, still has a 

fragile economy. 

                                  ,                                          द              
                         

 

30A. EU chief says Kremlin imposing „digital 
Iron Curtain‟ on Russians 

 EU                                „       

         ‟            

 EU chief Ursula von der Leyen on Wednesday 
accused the Kremlin of cutting Russians off from the 
internet to hide the worsening economic conditions as 
sanctions over the Ukraine war bite. 

 EU                                                       

                                                              
                                                         

 In Strasbourg, she told EU lawmakers that 
“Russians feel that they live behind an Iron Curtain again, 
this time a digital Iron Curtain.” 

                   EU     द            “                    

                                        ,              

                    ” 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30A Modi inaugurates 594-km Ganga Expressway in Uttar Pradesh, praises overall 
development 

   द          द      594                                  ,                        
30A Webinar to explore opportunities in the pharma industry 

                                            

30A Compounding gains 

          

30A Tamil Nadu‟s growth record 
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30A Increasing coverage, growing distress 

          ,            
30A Gold shining as investment: WGC 

                               : WGC 

30A Rare earth mining poisoning Mekong tributaries, threatening „world‟s kitchen‟ 

                                द       द              , „द             ‟         
 
 

 
 

30A. Modi inaugurates 594-km Ganga Expressway in Uttar Pradesh, praises 
overall development 

   द          द      594                                  ,                        

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday inaugurated the 594-km Ganga Expressway 
in Hardoi. 

                 द                 द      594                                   औ      “   

     द  ”               ,                       औ                                   
 Inaugurating the project built at an approximate cost of ₹36,230 crore, he said the six-lane 

access-controlled expressway was likely to significantly reduce travel time, making the 
journey from Meerut to Prayagraj possible in about six hours. 

      ₹36,230                                                                     -    

                                               ,                                       
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 The expressway would begin from Meerut and pass through Hapur, Bulandshahr, Amroha, 
Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli, and Pratapgarh before 
culminating in Prayagraj. 

                                   ,     द   ,       ,     ,  द    ,           ,   द  ,      , 

         औ                                       

30A. Webinar to explore 

opportunities in the pharma 
industry 

                                
            

 The Future Career 
Conversations series, organised by SRM 
Institute of Science & Technology and 
The Hindu, will host the sixth webinar in 
this series, „Pharma 2030: Innovation, 
Regulation and the Rise of India‟ on 
May 3 at 11.30 a.m. 

                           ,       
      SRM                        

          औ  द    द                   ,    

                      „      2030:        , 

         औ           द ‟ 3            

11:30                   
 With advancements in drug 

discovery, growing focus on research 
and development, integration of digital 
health, and shifting regulatory 
frameworks, the webinar will unpack what 

these changes mean for the industry. 

 द       (          )        ,          

औ                    ,                
       औ   द                       ,    

                      द                 
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30A. Compounding gains 

          

 This impression is because New Zealand‟s economy is 
one-sixteenth the size of India‟s, and makes up less than 1% of 
India‟s total trade. 

                                                                 
     -           औ                        1%                          

 The trade deals with Mauritius, the UAE, Australia, the 
EFTA nations, the U.K., the EU, Oman, and now New Zealand all 

provide Indian exporters opportunities that they should take 
advantage of. 

      ,     ,         ,        द  ,   .  .,            , ओ    औ     

                                                               द   
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30A. Rare earth mining poisoning Mekong tributaries, threatening „world‟s 
kitchen‟ 

                                द       द              , „द             ‟         

 Some days Mr. Yana earns nothing: demand for fish is falling due to worries over 
contamination of the Mekong River and its tributaries by toxic runoff from rare earth mines 

upstream that is threatening millions who rely on those waters for farms and fisheries. 

      द                                  :                                      द  औ       
        द      ऊ                                                       द               ,       

                                               औ                             
 Chiang Saen, a fishing hub in northern Thailand, has been Mr. Yana‟s family‟s home for 

decades. 

                                            , द                                       
 He is one of 70 million people in mainland Southeast Asia who depend on the nearly 5,000-

kilometre Mekong River. 

             द   -              7                               5,000                      

 द               
 Rising demand for rare earth materials is driving an unregulated mining boom centred in 

war-torn Myanmar, to the west, that is spreading to Laos, in the east. 

           द                                                                   द        ,         
     ओ                 

 Exposure to heavy metals such as arsenic, mercury, lead and cadmium raises risks of 

cancer, organ failure and developmental harm, especially for children and pregnant women. 

       ,     ,      औ                        ओ                  ,            औ               
                      ,            औ                     

 Responses remain local and limited, while smuggling and Myanmar‟s civil war complicate 
regional fixes, raising concerns for downstream Cambodia and Vietnam. 

                  औ          ,            औ                                           

          ,                          औ                                    
 Thailand is one of the world‟s top rice exporters along with India and Vietnam. 

       ,      औ                 द                                         
 The Mekong starts in China and flows through five Southeast Asian nations before emptying 

into the sea. 

         द                       द   -            द                              
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 Arsenic can cause organ failure. 

                                       
 Mercury damages the nervous system. 

                                        
 Lead impairs cognition and cadmium harms the kidneys. 

                                       औ            द                         

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 30 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

30A DRL gets Canada nod for generic Semaglutide injection 

 DRL                                                            
 

30A. DRL gets Canada nod for generic 

Semaglutide injection 

 DRL                                             
               

 Dr. Reddy‟s Laboratories has received a Notice of 
Compliance (NOC) from Health Canada for its generic 
Semaglutide Injection. 

   .                                                              

                                (NOC)              
 It has become the first company to receive the 

market authorisation for generic Semaglutide Injection in 
Canada, ahead of Health Canada‟s review target date. 

                                                      

                                            ,               
            -                   

 Canada is recognised as the world‟s second-largest 
market for Semaglutide, Dr. Reddy‟s said, citing IQVIA MAT 
Q3 2025 numbers. 

   .           IQVIA MAT Q3 2025                   द        

                                द         द                    
    

 Semaglutide is indicated for the once-weekly 
treatment of adult patients with Type 2 diabetes to improve 
glycemic control, the company said. 

                                           2                 

                                                             ,                              
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30A Why some marine species are speckled with „eyes‟ 

                   „    ‟                                
30A Govt. proposes E100 as approved fuel 

          E100                                     
 

30A. Why some marine species 

are speckled with „eyes‟ 

                   „    ‟           
                     

Eyespots as anti-predator defence / 

                           -          

 Now, it turns out, many marine 
creatures exhibit “eye spots” on their 
bodies as a defence against being the 
next meal of a shark or  a large marine 
mammal. 

                                       
        “              (       )” 

 द            ,                           
                                        

               
 A new study published in Nature 

delves into the evolutionary history of 
marine skates and rays to find out the 
origins of this visual defence. 

Nature                             

                                        

      औ     
                                          

 Why do some anti-predator defences such as spots 
appear in some groups but are completely absent in 
others, the authors pondered. 

                                             -         
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   ,          ,  द    द                                              
 “Our results show that you have to look at the full range of options for avoiding predators. 

“             द                                                                             
 The bombardier beetle is a classic example: it sprays a hot and toxic jet of chemicals to 

repel predators with startling force. 

                               द       :                द                    औ         
                         

 This is a diverse group of cartilaginous fishes comprising over 600 species. 

                                         ,       600                            
 While some marine species develop powerful electric organs or venomous spines, others 

rely on camouflage and bury themselves in the ocean bed. 

                                                                          ,                 

(        )                                       
 But smaller-bodied species, without these “weapons”, which live in sun-lit shallow waters 

less than 200 metres deep, were far more likely to develop bold spots or eyespots. 

                           ,              “      ”           औ     200                       
                          ,                                                                

 “Eyespots are far from random. 

“                                     
 They tend to evolve in species that lack strong physical defences, such as venomous tail 

stings or electric shocks, and that live in bright, shallow waters where visual signals are 
effective,” said senior author J.L. Fitzpatrick. 

                                                                     ,                           

    , औ                             ,                             ,”              .  . 

                  
30A. Govt. proposes E100 as 
approved fuel 

          E100               

                      

 The Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways has issued 

a draft notification proposing to 
recognise E100 (or 100% ethanol) 

as an approved automotive fuel, 
clearing the way for certification and large-scale production of vehicles capable of running 
entirely on ethanol. 

            औ                          द                     ,       E100 (   100% 

      )                                        द               ,                          
                         औ                    द                     

 A senior government official explained that the amendments will allow for “homologation” 
and type approvals of E-100 powered vehicles by agencies like Automotive Research 
Association of India, facilitating their roll-out and adoption by consumers. 

                                               E-100                  “          ” औ       

                द   ,                                                                   , 
                औ                                         

 Homologation is the official certification process ensuring a vehicle, or its components, 

complies with government technical, safety, and environmental regulations before it can be 
sold or used on public roads. 
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                                      ,                                                

             ,       औ                                 ,                                
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30A India and Sri Lanka reaffirm maritime ties through bilateral diving exercise in Colombo 

      औ                                                                                 
30A 70,000 CAPF personnel will remain in Bengal until further orders: poll body 

 70,000 CAPF             द                    :            

30A Minister to flag off Vande Bharat from Jammu Tawi 

                    द                    द       
 

30A. India and Sri 
Lanka reaffirm 
maritime ties 

through bilateral 
diving exercise in 
Colombo 

      औ            
                  

                 
                      
            

 India and Sri 
Lanka reaffirmed their 
growing maritime 

partnership by conducting the fourth edition of the bilateral diving exercise, IN–SLN DIVEX 
2026, in Colombo from April 21 to 28. 

      औ            21    28                                                IN–SLN 

DIVEX 2026                                                द                 
 The Indian Navy said that it deployed its diving support and submarine rescue vessel INS 

Nireekshak, while the Sri Lankan Navy fielded its diving teams, jointly enhancing operational 
coordination and professional synergy. 

                                                    औ                   INS              

    ,                                                       ,                    औ         
                     

 Focused on complex underwater operations, the exercise was aimed at strengthening 
interoperability through advanced deep-sea diving evolutions, including mixed gas diving 
drills. 

                                                                        ,             

                         ,                                                     
 A key highlight of the exercise was the conduct of mixed gas dives off Colombo over the 

World War-era wrecks SS Worcester and SS Perseus. 
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                                                                   SS Worcester औ  
SS Perseus                                  

 Further, extending humanitarian cooperation, two BHISM (Bharat Health Initiative for 
Sahyog, Hita and Maitri) cubes (portable hospital units) were handed over under India‟s 
Aarogya Maitri initiative, enhancing disaster response and medical preparedness. 

           ,                          ,                               द  BHISM (          

                   ,     औ      )       (                     )        ,         द  
        औ                               

 IN–SLN DIVEX 2026 stands as a testament to sustained bilateral collaboration, aligned with 
the MAHASAGAR vision (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth 
Across Regions), and a shared commitment to peace, stability and security in the IOR. 

 IN–SLN DIVEX 2026                                ,    MAHASAGAR      (              
औ                        औ          )            ,     IOR         ,        औ           
                     द          

 

30A. 70,000 CAPF personnel will remain in Bengal until further orders: poll 

body 

 70,000 CAPF             द                    :            

 According to an internal communication of the CRPF, the nodal force for all CAPFs for 
election-related deployment, 230 companies of the CRPF or 23,000 personnel would be 

de-inducted from Thursday. 

 CRPF                          ,                                       CAPFs                , 
CRPF    230             23,000                            
 

 

30A. Minister to flag off Vande Bharat from Jammu Tawi 

                    द                    द       

 Mr. Vaishnaw will also inspect the Anji Bridge and the Chenab Bridge on 
the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link, a 272-km route on which the 

Vande Bharat train operates. 

                -     -                     272                            औ  
                            ,          द                    
 


